














12

Flexing your artistic muscle during the holidays adds to the fun. Even if you’re not especially 

crafty, you can add a little Christmas spirit to your home without spending much money. 

Use What You Have Décor

�  Evergreen boughs, dogwood branches and pine cones look great this time of year in just 

about any arrangement.

�  An old-fashioned sled looks festive by your front door. Pick up an old, weathered pair of 

ice skates at a thrift store to display with it.

� Fluffy woolen mittens look nice on tabletops or walls.

� A scarf can be used as a table runner.

�  A hardcover holiday book — whether a children’s book or a cookbook — looks great on 

side tables and coffee tables.

� Frame attractive holiday cards and use as wall decorations or on tabletops.

�  Make your own garlands by stringing popcorn, cranberries, cinnamon sticks, 

or even pasta.

Do It Yourself Gift Wrap

Don’t spend a fortune on gift wrap this year! Here are some thrifty alternatives:

�  Red, green or holiday fabric from the clearance section at your local fabric store. 

Tie with a spool of inexpensive ribbon. (This can be used over and over again.)

� Use brown paper shopping bags for a natural look. 

� Use your child’s artwork to wrap smaller gifts.

�  Gift bags from the dollar store in solid colors like red, silver and green that can be reused 

for other occasions. 

� White trash bags work well for large gifts.

� Use craft scissors to cut designs from holiday cards to use as gift tags.

� Elegant cigar boxes make a great custom gift box when you put a bow on top.

Getting Crafty During the Holidays

Countdown Calendar

Make your very own Christmas 

countdown calendar with some 

green construction paper, glue, and 

marshmallows. Use a small jar to trace 

circles a couple inches in diameter to 

form the shape of a Christmas tree. 

Use the numbers 1-3 as the tree 

trunk, 4-9 as the widest boughs on 

the bottom of the tree, 10-14 for the 

next row, 15-18 for the next, then 

19-21, 22-23 and 24 on top. On each 

day, glue a marshmallow inside the 

circle. When it’s full, Christmas Eve 

has arrived. 

Homemade Ornaments
2 cups ß our

1 cup of salt

2 tbsp. vegetable oil

1 cup water

Directions:

Mix ß our and salt together. Add oil. Add water until ß our becomes dough like. Roll 

out dough and use cookie cutters to cut the dough. Add metal ornament holders 

or puncture dough with toothpick so that a ribbon can be strung after baking. Put 

on cookie sheet and bake for about an hour at 250¼ F. Remove from oven and let 

cool. When cool, paint (make sure you use gloss craft paint, or metallic, for the best 

results). Adorn with googly eyes, sequins, beads or whatever else is in your craft 

stash. DonÕt forget to write your childÕs name and the year on the back!
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For shopping fanatics, December 26th marks the best day of the holiday season… the day the real bargains can be found! Knowing where 

and when to shop as well as what to look for can help make the most out of your shopping experience. 

Making the Most of After-Holiday Sales 

Creative Stockpiling

Use creative thinking when considering 

what to buy. Chocolate can be frozen 

and used for baking throughout the year. 

Candles can make nice housewarming 

or hostess gifts. Lotion or spa sets are 

great as teacher appreciation gifts.

Shop Ahead for Birthdays…

Even Next Christmas!

Toys, clothing and other great gift items 

hit the clearance racks in late December 

and January. Don’t miss out on a great 

opportunity to start on your birthday and 

holiday shopping for the coming year. 

Make a list of all the people you expect to 

buy gifts for in the upcoming year and shop 

accordingly. Remember, it’s not a good 

deal if you don’t need it. 

Look for Bargains in 

Out-of-the-Way Places

Some of the best deals on holiday 

decorations are at home improvement 

stores, book stores, craft stores, or even 

pharmacies. Since they don’t get as much 

post-holiday traffi c as major retailers, their 

selection is often better. Shop for items 

such as holiday décor, wrapping paper, 

Christmas lights, etc.

Gifts Sets That Keep on Giving

Gift sets can also be purchased ahead 

for Valentine’s Day, Father’s Day or other 

occasions. Don’t let the holiday-themed 

packaging stop you. You can simply take 

them out of the box and re-package them 

in a gift bag or basket. 

Look Online for Insider Shopping Tips

The best deals are the ones that aren’t 

advertised, so how do you fi nd out about 

them? Sites like Mommysavers.com will 

alert members to great online bargains 

and in-store sales via their discussion 

forums, where members share their 

shopping tips and great buys. Visit the 

What’s In Store forum for post-holiday 

markdown schedules of popular retailers 

like Target®. 

Hit the Grocery Stores

Most people don’t think of grocery stores 

for major clearance items. Check their 

seasonal aisle for bargains. Stock up on 

the kids’ cereals, cookies and snacks that 

have holiday packaging. Fruit baskets, 

cheese and meat trays, and other pre-

packaged items are terrifi c to buy if you 

can eat them up right away or make meals 

to freeze. Shop for candy and baking items 

as well — just be sure to pay attention to 

expiration dates! 

Get the Family Organized!

January is the perfect time to buy your family’s calendar … you can save up to 75% off. In addition, you can grab non-dated 

calendars like daytimers/organizers, too. They make great gifts!

Fact you Should Know!

More coupons are issued in January than 

any other time of the year, so a little time 

spent clipping can pay off more than ever. 

Short on time? Visit the Coupons.com 

Web site to fi nd great coupons you can 

print in seconds.

Other Ideas:

�  Christmas isn’t just red and green anymore. Look for décor in ice blue or other 

colors that can be used throughout the winter.

�  Purchase holiday apparel for the kids for next year. Most kids grow by one clothing 

size and one and a half shoe sizes a year.

�  Buy a yearly Christmas ornament for your child with the year on it, but purchasing 

it after Christmas can save you 50-75%.

� Buy your Christmas cards and address them now.

�  Look for inexpensive teacher appreciation and Mother’s Day gifts at bath and

body stores.

�  Look for solid-color red wrapping paper and decorations you can use for 

Valentine’s Day.

�  Small items marketed as stocking stuffers can make great party favors to include 

in birthday goodie bags.

www.coupons.com
http://mommysavers.com/boards/whats-store/
http://mommysavers.com
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Please be advised that the material contained on this Web site is for informational purposes only. It is not intended to replace or serve as a substitution for professional advice. MNA, Inc. 
assumes no responsibility regarding the accuracy of the information provided herein and use of such information is at the recipient’s own risk. In no event will MNA, Inc. be liable to any party 
for any direct, indirect, special or other consequential damages for any use of this E-book, or any other hyperlinked website or email address herein, including, without limitation, any lost 
profi ts, business interruption, loss of programs or other data on your information handling system or otherwise, even if we are expressly advised of the possibility of such damages.
All information is provided by MNA, Inc. on an “as is” basis only. MNA, Inc. provides no representations and warranties, express or implied, including the implied warranties of fi tness for 
a particular purpose, merchantability and noninfringement. MNA, Inc. materials may be reproduced for personal use only. All other uses require the express, written permission of MNA, Inc. 
prior to reproduction or use.

m o m m y s a v e r s . c o m

Join the Uniroyal Miles4Less Email Club now 

and we’ll email you the latest tips and E-books 

to keep your dollars going strong.

www.uniroyal.com/miles4less


